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KENNY ROGERS 
THE LOVE OF GOD 

 

March 7, 2011 marks another new chapter in the remarkable career of music legend and 

American icon, Kenny Rogers.  That is the day his first inspirational gospel album, The 

Love Of God, was released exclusively at Cracker Barrel Old Country Store® locations 

nationwide.  Featuring 12 uplifting songs sung only the way Rogers can sing them, the 

record includes all-new recordings of classic hymns and gospel and contemporary songs 

that have touched him musically and spiritually through the years, dating back to his 

childhood growing up in Houston where he regularly attended church with his family.  At 

the heart of the record is hope and peace. 

 

Rogers, one of musicôs legendary voices, has put his indelible stamp on classics like 

ñWill The Circle Be Unbroken,ò ñIôll Fly Away,ò ñAmazing Graceò and ñIn The Sweet 

By And Byò and turned in beautifully poignant performances on more recently composed 

songs such as ñPeaceò (written by Michael McDonald & Beth Nielsen Chapman), 

ñGraceò (written by Michael W. Smith & Martin Smith) and ñThe Rock Of Your Loveò 

(written by Vince Gill, Al Anderson & Leslie Satcher).  Guest artists appearing on the 

album include The Whites on ñIôll Fly Away,ò Winfieldôs Locket on ñIn The Sweet By 

And Byò and Point of Grace on ñCircle Of Friends.ò 

 

ñWhat an incredible album this has turned out to be,ò Rogers says of The Love Of God.  

ñIt seems I have a personal relationship with every song on it. ñIn The Sweet By And Byò 

was my momôs favorite song.  When I was a kid, as I was leaving to go to school, I 

remember hearing her sing along with that song on the radio as she did her morning 

ironing.  Music is by far the best ñmemory creatorò I know, and that memory is very 

special to me.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Marked by strikingly fresh musical and vocal arrangements, the warm and inviting album 

is quite eclectic, yet a common thread running through each of the songs ties the project 

neatly together.  From the exhilarating opening track, ñWill The Circle Be Unbrokenò ï 

which cleverly intertwines country, R&B, gospel, bluegrass and choral music, to the 

sweeping strings and heartfelt vocal performance on the calming ñPeace,ò to the perfectly 

rootsy ñIôll Fly Awayò (the most authentic bluegrass recording of Rogersô career), 

featuring unmistakably genuine harmony vocals by The Whites, The Love Of God begins 

with three fascinating musical statements that set the stage for a stirring collection of 

songs. 

 

ñThe trick to doing a good concept record is surrounding yourself with unique musicians, 

singers, and creative talent,ò Rogers says.  ñWhen you hear ñIôll Fly Away,ò there is no 

question that The Whites are singing.  Anything they sing takes on their own special 

sound, and it feels perfect for this record.ò 

 

ñThe Rock Of Your Loveò is delivered in soulful style, and the easy-flowing ñIn The 

Sweet By And Byò is sweetened by the angelic harmonies of Winfieldôs Locket and the 

dazzling musicianship of Bryan Sutton (acoustic guitar and mandolin), Jerry Douglas 

(dobro), Viktor Krauss (acoustic bass), Larry Franklin (fiddle) and others. 

 

Rogers says of ñIn The Sweet By And By,ò ñListen closely to the background voices and 

youôll hear the unique harmonies of country duo Winfieldôs Locket.  They ï like me ï 

have been influenced by gospel music from a very early age.  The sisters have a sound 

based on the way they layer their harmonies, the timbre of their voices, and the way they 

phrase.  I was so glad we could find a moment to share on this album.  This has always 

been one of my favorite songs, and if it wasnôt before, it is now.ò 

 

Listeners will also hear Rogersô impassioned Ray Charles-esque performance on the 

gospel/R&B-tinged ñHe Showed Me Loveò, the soaring, spine-tingling ñGrace,ò the 

reflective acoustic-flavored ñWhat A Friend We Have In Jesus,ò the breezy reassurance 

of ñCircle Of Friendsò featuring radiant harmony vocals by Point of Grace (whose 

original recording of the song hit No. 1 on the Contemporary Christian Chart), and the 

anthemic ñFor The Love Of God.ò 

 

ñTwenty-seven #1 hits on the Contemporary Christian Radio Charts ï that credential 

speaks volumes about the talent of Point of Grace,ò Rogers says. ñCircle Of FriendsΖ was 
originally a song they had recorded, and I did the unthinkable and asked them to join 
ƳŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴƎΦ  L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛthout their influence.  They 

were nice enough to say yes, and I am so glad they did.  If you havenôt heard the song 

yet, youôll be glad they did as well.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The album fittingly culminates with two classics ï the soothing ñAmazing Graceò and the 

serene ñLeaning On The Everlasting Arms.ò  According to the multiple Grammy Award-

winner, ñAmazing Graceò is a song Rogers sang when he was in his first church choir 

group as often as they possibly could.  He has said the standard has undoubtedly had an 

impact on his life and music, and upon first listen itôs evident he has a strong connection 

with the popular hymn.  Rogersô tender vocal alongside the dynamic choir and swirling 

orchestration make for a beautifully touching rendition.  ñLeaning On The Everlasting 

Armsò is delivered in a refreshingly sincere way ï with only Rogersô emotive vocal and a 

faint church organ off in the distance ï a surprising, yet perfectly effective way to close 

the album.   

 

ñThe Love of God is the culmination of an idea I had been thinking about for years but 

never had the opportunity to bring to life,ò Rogers says.  ñTo all of the wonderful 

musicians, vocalists, and songwriters who lent their amazing talents to this record, I want 

to thank you for making it so special.  I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to do 

this album.  It has been both a musical and religious awakening for me.ò 

 

Known for instantly identifiable sweetly raspy vocals and an extraordinary ability to 

vividly inhabit each song he performs, Rogers has sold more than 120 million records 

worldwide and recorded more than 65 albums during his storied 52 years in show 

business.  His long list of timeless classics includes an impressive 24 #1 hits ï ñThe 

Gambler,ò ñLady,ò ñLucille,ò ñShe Believes in Me,ò ñIslands in the Stream,ò and ñWeôve 

Got Tonightò among them.  Two of Rogersô albums, The Gambler and Kenny, are 

featured in the About.com poll of ñThe 200 Most Influential Country Albums Everò, and 

his Greatest Hits album has sold over 24 million copies worldwide to date.  He is the 

RIAAôs 8th best selling male artist of all time with 1 Diamond album, 19 Platinum 

albums and 31 Gold albums.  

 

Rogers has received hundreds of awards for his music and charity work, including three 

Grammys, 11 Peopleôs Choice Awards, 18 American Music Awards, eight Academy of 

Country Music awards and five Country Music Association awards.  Remaining a 

popular entertainer around the world, Rogers, voted the ñFavorite Singer of All-Timeò in 

a 1986 joint poll by readers of both USA Today and People, still loves touring and 

recording new music. 

 

For over five decades, the gifted singer, songwriter, musician, producer, actor, 

photographer and entertainer has delivered memorable songs, drawing fans from many 

different backgrounds.  ñI really, really love what Iôm doing,ò Rogers says. ñPeople 

survive longer if they love what theyôre doing. Because you just donôt quit.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rogers is one of very few artists who have enjoyed successful careers in such a variety of 

genres ï jazz, folk, rock, country and pop. Houston-born Rogers formed his first band 

while in high school in 1956 - a rockabilly group called The Scholars (they performed on 

American Bandstand) - and has never quit making music. He played stand-up bass in the 

jazz group the Bobby Doyle Trio, and later became a member of the popular folk group, 

The New Christy Minstrels. The spotlight started focusing on Rogers when his group, 

The First Edition, scored their first hit, ñI Just Dropped In (To See What Condition My 

Condition Was In)ò, which was followed by the pop and country chart success of ñRuby, 

Donôt Take Your Love To Town.ò 

 

Rogersô solo career shot into the stratosphere with the #1 hit, ñLucille,ò which was named 

the CMAôs Single of the Year and was certified Gold.  ñDaytime Friends,ò ñSweet Music 

Man,ò and ñLove Or Something Like Itò continued his run of success. Then came ñThe 

Gambler,ò a story song so vivid it not only delighted country and pop fans, it also became 

a TV movie, starring Rogers himself in the title role. The movie spawned four follow-

ups, making it the longest running miniseries franchise on television. The five Gambler 

mini-series have attracted over 100 million viewers nationwide and launched a second 

career for Rogers as an actor on television and movies. 

 

Rogers consistently finds songs with universal appeal. Through the course of his career, 

he has attracted fans with an incredible range of music from country to soul to pop.  ñIôve 

never considered myself a great singer, but I am a great storyteller,ò Rogers told 

Billboard magazine, also noting that he feels his strength as an artist is in finding great 

songs. In the 1980s, Rogersô romantic country hits ñThrough The Years,ò ñShe Believes 

In Me,ò ñYou Decorated My Life,ò and ñLadyò ï the biggest song of his career ï quickly 

became classics. ñThere are a lot of songs that may have initial success but donôt linger 

the period of time those songs have,ò Rogers says. ñThey do take a different value in your 

heart when they have that kind of staying power that represents your success and 

represents a feeling and a thought. A song like that becomes a part of your soul.ò  

 

In 1999, after forming his own record company, Dreamcatcher Entertainment, Rogers 

returned to the charts in a big way with the hit, ñThe Greatest,ò and when the follow-up, 

ñBuy Me a Rose,ò hit #1 in 2000, Rogers, at age 61, became the oldest artist in chart 

history to have a #1 solo record in any format, proving his talent was just as vibrant and 

meaningful as it was when he first started out.  That same year, the Recording Industry 

Association of America awarded Kenny the prestigious Diamond Award celebrating sales 

of more than 10 million albums for his Greatest Hits album (sales to date have exceeded 

24 million). 

 

With his unique storytelling ability and soulful voice, Kenny has continued his amazing 

run into the 21st century with a critically acclaimed album (Water and Bridges) and hit 

single, ñI Canôt Unlove You,ò a gold certified record (21 Number Ones), and now, the 

sweetly timeless The Love of God. Kennyôs relevance in the world of music and pop 

culture has never been stronger. 

 

~ End ~ 



CRITICAL ACCLAIM FOR 
KENNY ROGERS ɀȰ4(% ,/6% /& '/$ȱ 

 
COUNTRY WEEKLY >> ñ4 out of 5 starséKenny applies his soothing vocals to 

classics including óAmazing Graceô and óIôll Fly Awayô (featuring The Whites). He nods 

to countryôs gospel roots with a bluesȤtinged version of the Grand Ole Opryôs unofficial 

theme song, óWill the Circle Be Unbroken,ô and offers a soulful take on the Vince 

GillȤpenned óThe Rock of Your Love,ô with a vocal as warming as (Cracker) Barrelôs 

own homeȤstyle cookingéNot unlike the subject of its title, the wideȤranging collection 

The Love of God turns no one away.ò 

 

GREENCASTLE BANNER >> ñWhen Rogers brings his trademark husky moan to 

bear on a gospel song, the results are amazingéthe most moving number on the record is 

the last, as Rogers' voice stands alone to deliver óLeaning on the Everlasting Arms.ô It's 

the perfect end to a touching compilationéò ++ ñRogers has struck gold with this 

peaceful and uplifting album. Let's hope another is in the works.ò 

 

JIMMY FALLON (during Late Night With Jimmy Fallon interview) >> ñYou have a 

version of óAmazing Graceô (on The Love Of God), which I canôt believe you havenôt 

done before. Itôs phenomenal. Itôs like Kenny Rogers singing óAmazing Grace.ô I was 

like, óthis is unbelievable.ôéIôm your biggest fan.ò 

 

MUSIC NEWS NASHVILLE  >> ñRogers sounds as great as everéKennyôs version (of 

óWill The Circle Be Unbrokenô) is one of the best I have ever heardéò ++ ñIf you love 

Kenny Rogers or Gospel Music, I think you will love this album. If you lean towards one 

of the two, you just might be a fan of both before youôre done with this album. Simply 

putéin Cracker Barrel terms, itôs sweeter than one of those CocaȤCola cakes or Caramel 

Sundaes that you will find at the restaurant chain. Good for the Spirit, and good for the 

souléò 

 

THE TODAY SHOW >> ñIn an era when it seems as though few singers make it 

beyond a decade, this Texas native is still proving he knows the secret to survivingéò 

 

COUNTRY STANDARD TIME >> ñ(Rogersô) voice is still strong and fine, his raspy 

baritone still intactéThe Whites, Winfield's Locket and Point of Grace share guest 

vocals alongside great musical turns including Bryan Sutton, Gordon 

Mote, Eric Darken and Jerry Douglas. It's a sound that's straight out of the country, well 

produced and borderline bluegrass in its delivery, with lots of acoustic strings and 

flawless playingéa traditional tapestry of countryȤflavored faith.ò 

 

 

 

 

 



INDIANAPOLIS FUN CITY FINDER >> "A tour through his own spiritual 

connection to music, Rogers shares with his fans a sense of peace, family and community 

through his music..." ++ ñRogers stays true to his reputation as a boundary crosser, giving 

different flare to each track. From the soulful 'The Rock of Your Love' to the relaxed 'In 

the Sweet By and By' & even his Ray CharlesȤesque gospel/R&BȤtinged 'He Showed Me 

Love,' Rogers seems to hit every genre he loves in the album." 

 

THE GADSEN TIMES >> ñHis smooth voice takes you back to times of Sunday 

morninô meetings and dinner on the groundéAs a fan of both country and gospel music, 

and as a fan of Kenny Rogers since óThe Gamblerô and óIslands in the Stream,ô I was not 

disappointedéThe album kicks off on a high note with Rogersô cover of óWill the Circle 

Be Unbroken?ô...the harmonies and bluegrass tinge will instantly have you singing 

alongé(the album is a) mixture of old favorites and new soundséò 

 

TOLEDO BLADE >> ñWarm and comfortingéThe musicianship throughout is 

impeccable, with sterling instrumental accompaniment and vocal backupséEach 

arrangement on these gospel gems puts the lyrics and vocals out front, with dramatic and 

sometimes soaring musical emphasis done with restraint.ò 
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KENNY ROGERS 
BIOGRAPHY 

 

Known for his instantly identifiable sweetly raspy vocals and an extraordinary ability to 

vividly inhabit each song he performs, Rogers has sold more than 120 million records 

worldwide and recorded more than 65 albums during his storied 52 years in show 

business. His long list of timeless classics includes an impressive 24 #1 hits ï ñThe 

Gambler,ò ñLady,ò ñLucille,ò ñShe Believes in Me,ò ñIslands in the Stream,ò and ñWeôve 

Got Tonightò among them. Two of Rogersô albums, The Gambler and Kenny, are 

featured in the About.com poll of "The 200 Most Influential Country Albums Everò, and 

his Greatest Hits album has sold over 24 million copies worldwide to date. He is the 

RIAAôs 8th best-selling male artist of all time with 1 Diamond album, 19 Platinum 

albums and 31 Gold albums.  

 

Rogers has received hundreds of awards for his music and charity work, including three 

Grammys, 11 People's Choice Awards, 18 American Music Awards, eight Academy of 

Country Music awards and five Country Music Association awards. Remaining a popular 

entertainer around the world, Rogers, voted the "Favorite Singer of All-Time" in a 1986 

joint poll by readers of both USA Today and People, still loves touring and recording 

new music.  

 

For over five decades, the gifted singer, songwriter, musician, producer, actor, 

photographer and entertainer has delivered memorable songs, drawing fans from many 

different backgrounds. "I really, really love what I'm doing," Rogers says. "People 

survive longer if they love what they're doing. Because you just don't quit."  

Rogers is one of very few artists who have enjoyed successful careers in such a variety of 

genres ï jazz, folk, rock, country and pop. Houston-born Rogers formed his first band 

while in high school in 1956 - a rockabilly group called The Scholars (they performed on 

American Bandstand) - and has never quit making music. He played stand-up bass in the 

jazz group the Bobby Doyle Trio, and later became a member of the popular folk group, 

The New Christy Minstrels. The spotlight started focusing on Rogers when his group, 

The First Edition, scored their first hit, "I Just Dropped In (To See What Condition My 

Condition Was In), which was followed by the pop and country chart success of "Ruby, 

Don't Take Your Love To Town."  

 

Rogers' solo career shot into the stratosphere with the #1 hit, "Lucille," which was named 

the CMA's Single of the Year and was certified Gold. "Daytime Friends," "Sweet Music 

Man," and "Love Or Something Like Itò continued his run of success. Then came "The 

Gambler," a story song so vivid it not only delighted country and pop fans, it also became 

a TV movie, starring Rogers himself in the title role. The movie spawned four follow-

ups, making it the longest running miniseries franchise on television. The five Gambler 

mini-series have attracted over 100 million viewers nationwide and launched a second 

career for Rogers as an actor on television and movies.  

 

 



Rogers consistently finds songs with universal appeal. Through the course of his career, 

he has attracted fans with an incredible range of music from country to soul to pop. "I've 

never considered myself a great singer, but I am a great storyteller," Rogers told 

Billboard magazine, also noting that he feels his strength as an artist is in finding great 

songs. In the 1980s, Rogers' romantic country hits "Through The Years," "She Believes 

In Me," "You Decorated My Life," and "Ladyò ï the biggest song of his career ï quickly 

became classics. "There are a lot of songs that may have initial success but don't linger 

the period of time those songs have," Rogers says. "They do take a different value in your 

heart when they have that kind of staying power that represents your success and 

represents a feeling and a thought. A song like that becomes a part of your soul."  

 

In 1999, after forming his own record company, Dreamcatcher Entertainment, Rogers 

returned to the charts in a big way with the hit, "The Greatest," and when the follow-up, 

"Buy Me a Rose," hit #1 in 2000, Rogers, at age 61, became the oldest artist in chart 

history to have a #1 solo record in any format, proving his talent was just as vibrant and 

meaningful as it was when he first started out. That same year, the Recording Industry 

Association of America awarded Kenny the prestigious Diamond Award celebrating sales 

of more than 10 million albums for his Greatest Hits album (sales to date have exceeded 

24 million).  

 

With his unique storytelling ability and soulful voice, Kenny has continued his amazing 

run into the 21st century with a critically acclaimed album (Water and Bridges) and hit 

single, ñI Canôt Unlove You,ò a gold certified record (21 Number Ones), and the singerôs 

first inspirational gospel album ï The Love of God released March 7, 2011. Available 

exclusively at Cracker Barrel Old Country Store locations throughout the United States 

and at www.crackerbarrel.com, the sweetly timeless collection of 12 uplifting songs ï all-

new recordings of classic hymns and contemporary songs that have touched Rogers 

musically and spiritually over the years ï is receiving rave reviews. Rogers has left his 

indelible stamp on classics like ñWill The Circle Be Unbroken,ò ñIôll Fly Away,ò 

ñAmazing Graceò and ñIn The Sweet By And Byò and turned in beautifully poignant 

performances on more recently written songs such as ñPeaceò (Michael McDonald), ñThe 

Rock Of Your Loveò (Vince Gill) and ñGraceò (Michael W. Smith). Marked by 

strikingly fresh musical and vocal arrangements, the warm and inviting album includes 

guest artists The Whites, Winfieldôs Locket and Point of Grace. Rogers has said of The 

Love Of God: ñItôs one of the best things Iôve ever done.ò  

 

www.kennyrogers.com  

 

 

~ End ~ 
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KENNY ROGERS 
Fast Facts: 

 

Á The only artist to chart a record in each of the last six decades (50ôs, 60ôs, 70ôs, 

80ôs, 90ôs, 2000ôs). 

Á At the height of his late ó70s-early ó80s success, Kenny Rogers sold more than 

one million records every month for a whopping 26 straight months. 

Á In 1980, he was one of the best paid performers in the country with seven #1's. 

Á His big resurgence in music was in 1999 with the hit single ñThe Greatestò and 

again with the #1 chart-topping hit ñBuy Me A Roseò ï thus making him the 

oldest artist to reach #1 in the history of the country charts. 

Á In 2000, at the age of 61, he was the oldest artist in the history of country music to 

reach the charts with a # 1, with the single of "Buy Me A Rose".  He broke a 26-

year old record that had been held by Hank Snow in April, 1974 at 59 years 11 

months with "Hello Love".  Kenny held the record until 2003 when Willie 

Nelson, at age 70, became the oldest artist to have a #1 with a duet with Toby 

Keith for "Beer For My Horses". 

Á June 7, 2002 Kenny made his Grand Ole Opry debut with "The Gambler" and 

"Buy Me A Rose" 

Á He started out in a folk music trio, has been in a jazz group which led to him 

joining the New Christy Minstrels and then formed the First Edition (a pop group) 

before going solo and earning multiple successes, accolades and 

accomplishments. 

Á Kenny Rogersô Greatest Hits has sold over 12 million copies in the U.S. and 12 

million copies internationally ï solidifying his worldwide appeal. 

Á He has won the prestigious Horatio Alger Award in 1990 given to those who have 

distinguished themselves despite humble beginnings. 

Á He has 3 published photography books - having photographed 5 U.S. Presidents, 

numerous celebrities and gorgeous landscapes - several photographs were the last 

photos taken of some of the celebrities before they passed away (i.e. George 

Burns, Cary Grant, John Houston to name a few). 

Á Rogers studied under the assistant of photography great Ansel Adams.  

Á He is the former Chairman of recently dissolved Dreamcatcher Entertainment, for 

which he came up with the name, designed the logo, and went on to make history 

as an independent label with #1 records and platinum success. 

Á He is an author - penning one of four books "The Toy Shoppe" based on the tour 

and hit musical which he also wrote.  

 



Á After the death of his friend Harry Chapin, Rogers assumed his position at the 

forefront of the movement to aid the hungry ï leading to the World Hunger Media 

Awards. He was also a participant in the ñWe Are the Worldò performance which 

raised millions for famine relief in Africa. 

Á ñThe Gambler,ò one of Kenny Rogersô biggest hits of his career spawned no 

fewer than 5 movies and was turned into a five-episode mini-series, the longest 

running mini-series in the history of US television seen by 100 million people. 

Rogers starred as Brady Hawks. 

Á He is a father to seven-year old twin boys Justin and Jordan. He also has a 

daughter, Carol, and sons Kenny, Jr. and Christopher. Christopher co-stars with 

Rogers in his video for ñI Canôt Unlove You.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Awards 
 

2010 
National Music Council American Eagle Awardé... American Eagle Award 

  

2009 
ACM Honorsééééééééééééééé... Cliffie Stone Pioneer Award (w/ Jerry Reed,

 Randy Travis & Hank Williams, Jr.)                                                                                        

  

2007 
ASCAP Golden Note Awardééééééééé.. ASCAP Golden Note Award 

CMT Music Awardséééééééééééé... Album of the Year - Water & Bridges 

  

2005 
CMT Music Awardséééééééééééé... Favorite All Time Country Duet - "Islands In 

the Stream" (w/ Dolly Parton) 

  

2004 
CMT's 100 Greatest Cheating Songséééééé.. "Ruby Don't Take Your Love to Town"- #6 

  

2003 
International Entertainment Buyers Associationéé Lifetime Achievement Award 

CMT's 100 Greatest Country Songséééééé... "The Gambler" - #26 

  

2002 
CMT's 40 Greatest Men of Country Musicéééé Ranking - #19 

  

2000 
ACM/TNN Music Awardséééééééééé.. Career Achievement Award 

  

1999 
BBC's Greatest Country Singeréééééééé.. Ranking - #2 

  

1988 
Grammy Awardséééééééééééééé. Best Duo Country Vocal Performance - "Make 

No Mistake She's Mine" (w/ Ronnie Milsap) 

  

1986 
USA Todayéééééééééééééééé. Favorite Singer of All Time 

  

1985 
American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Country Album - Eyes That See In

 the Dark 

American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Male Country Artist 

  

 

 



1983 
Academy of Country Music Awardséééééé.. Single of the Year - "Islands In the Stream" 

 (w/ Dolly Parton) 

Academy of Country Music Awardséééééé..Top Vocal Duet - (w/ Dolly Parton) 

American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Pop/Rock Country Artist 

American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Country Single - "Love Will Turn 

You Around" 

ASCAP Awardséééééééééééééé.. Favorite Single - "Islands In the Stream"  

 (w/ Dolly Parton) 

  

1982 
American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Country Album - Greatest Hits 

  

1981 
American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Pop/Rock Male Artist 

American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Country Album - The Gambler 

American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Country Single - "Coward of the 

County" 

  

1980 
American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Male Country Artist 

American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Country Album - The Gambler 

Music City News Countryéééééééééé..Single of the Year 

  

1979 
American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Male Country Artist 

American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Country Album - 10 Years of Gold 

Country Music Association Awardséééééé... Male Vocalist of the Year 

Country Music Association Awardséééééé... Vocal Duo of the Year - (w/ Dottie West) 

Country Music Association Awardséééééé... Album of the Year - The Gambler 

Music City News Countryéééééééééé.. Male Artist of the Year 

Music City News Countryéééééééééé.. Single of the Year - "The Gambler" 

Grammy Awardséééééééééééééé. Best Male Country Vocal Performance - "The  

 Gambler" 

  

1978 
American Music Awardsééééééééééé Favorite Single - "Lucille"  

Country Music Association Awardséééééé... Vocal Duo of the Year - (w/ Dottie West) 

Academy of Country Music Awardséééééé.. Entertainer of the Year 

Academy of Country Music Awardséééééé.. Top Male Vocalist 

  

1977 
Academy of Country Music Awardséééééé.. Album of the Year - Kenny Rogers 

Country Music Association Awardséééééé... Single of the Year - "Lucille"  

Academy of Country Music Awardséééééé.. Top Male Vocalist 

Academy of Country Music Awardséééééé.. Single of the Year - "Lucille"  

Academy of Country Music Awardséééééé.. Song of the Year - "Lucille"  

Grammy Awardséééééééééééééé. Best Male Country Vocal Performance - 

"Lucille"  

 



 



 

 
Celebrating Kenny 

 

 
 

A multitude of stars pay musical tribute 

to Kenny Rogers on a GAC special 
 

Story by Bob Paxman 
 

To slightly paraphrase the hit song ñLucille,ò they picked a fine time indeed to honor 

Kenny Rogers. Kenny recently marked a half century of singing and entertaining, and to 

help him celebrate the momentous milestone, stars including Dolly Parton, Tim McGraw, 

Alison Krauss, Darius Rucker, Billy Currington and many others came together last year 

to fi lm a musical tribute to the 72-year-old legend. The star laden event from the fabulous 

MGM Grand at Foxwoods in Ledyard, Conn., has now been made into a television 

special, Kenny Rogers: The First 50 Years. The special premieres on GAC Saturday, 

March 8, at 8:30 p.m. ET, and will have additional airings during March. (For more 

information, go to gactv. com.) Kenny, known and loved for his sunny outlook on life, 

notes that thereôs an especially optimistic reason behind the title. ñWhen this was fi rst 

proposed to me as a 50-year celebration,ò Kenny said at an announcement of the special, 

ñsomething about that sounded final, and I didnôt want that. So I suggested we call it óThe 



First 50 Years.ôò Kenny technically marked the 50-year anniversary a few years ago, as 

his first single, ñThat Crazy Feeling,ò was released in 1958. But his early solo career 

never quite exploded, and Kenny became an integral part of singing groups the Kirby 

Stone Four and jazz band The Bobby Doyle Trio. In 1966, he joined the popular folk 

group The New Christy Minstrels. Kenny finally earned some national attention as the 

lead singer for the 1960s band The First Edition, formed by Kenny and some fellow New 

Christy Minstrels members. His gruff lead vocals stood out on such hit singles as ñJust 

Dropped In (to See What Condition My Condition Was In),ò ñBut You Know I Love 

You,ò ñRuby, Donôt Take Your Love to Town,ò written by Mel Tillis, ñRuben Jamesò 

and ñSomethingôs Burning,ò the latter three recorded under the name Kenny Rogers and 

The First Edition. He went solo for 

good after leaving The First Edition 

and chalked up his first major hit in 

1977 with ñLucille,ò a No. 1 single on 

the country charts and No. 5 on the 

pop charts. From that point, Kennyôs 

career exploded. He cut further 

crossover hits, such as ñDaytime 

Friendsò; his signature tune, ñThe 

Gamblerò; ñYou Decorated My Lifeò; 

ñCoward of the Countyò and others. 

And those were just his solo triumphs. 

Kennyôs duets with Dottie West, Kim 

Carnes and pop star Sheena Easton 

also scored high on the charts. Kenny 

and Dottie topped the charts three 

times, with ñEvery Time Two Fools 

Collide,ò ñAll I Ever Need Is Youò 

and ñWhat Are We Doinô in Love,ò 

and won back to- back Country Music 

Association awards for Vocal Duo of 

the Year in1978 and 1979. In 1983, 

Kenny and Dolly Parton formed the 

ultimate duet partnership and released 

ñIslands in the Stream,ò which hit No. 

1 on both the country and pop charts 

and became a duet classic. ñThe duets 

stand out for me, as far as career highlights,ò Kenny says. ñI always loved working with 

Dottie West. She was a very underrated singer.ò Kenny blossomed into a true multimedia 

star with featured roles in the made-for-TV movies Kenny Rogers as the Gambler (plus 



two sequels), Coward of the County, Rio Diablo and Wild Horses. He also starred in the 

family comedy film Six Pack and co-hosted the American Music Awards show in 1987. 

For a brief period, he had his own restaurant chain, KennyRogers Roasters, referenced in 

an episode of the sitcom Seinfeld. Kennyôs influence has cut a wide path among todayôs 

country stars. ñI relate to Kenny because he kind of came from the pop world, as I have,ò 

says Darius Rucker, who first achieved fame as lead 

vocalist for rock band Hootie & the Blowfish. ñBut I 

always liked his soulful sound when I was growing up and 

fi rst started listening to music. Iôm going to be doing 

óCoward of the County,ô which is probably my favorite, for 

the special.ò Billy Currington notes, ñIôve been a fan since I 

was a little kid,ò adding that hits of Kennyôs such as 

ñLucilleò were among the first he ever learned to play and 

sing. Tim McGraw, who sings ñShe Believes in Meò on the 

special, has his mom to thank for introducing him to 

Kennyôs music. ñMy mom was a huge, huge, huge Kenny 

Rogers fan,ò Tim allows. ñMom had all his records and I 

became a fan because I listened to him all the time. I knew 

every one of his songs pretty much by heart by the time I 

was 15.ò Tim got to put that knowledge to the test when he 

invited Kenny onstage at a concert. ñA couple of years ago 

in AtlantaðI think it was during the Soul2Soul TourðI had gotten word that he was 

going to come to the show so my band and I learned óShe Believes in Meô and had him 

come up and I did a duet together with him,ò Tim recalls. ñIt was fun.ò Meanwhile, Jake 

Owen calls Kenny ñan amazing singer. He was a huge superstar not just in country 

music, but his music crossed over. The songs he sang were masculine love songs, a lot 

like Conway Twitty. He was like the crossover Conway Twitty.ò Linda Davis, who 

occasionally recorded with Kenny and appeared on his Christmas tour for several years, 

recalls her favorite Kenny tune, ñDaytime Friends,ò his 1977 No. 1. ñI wore that record 

out,ò she says with a laugh. Linda took part in the specialôs grand finale, a performance 

of ñIslands in the Streamò led by Dolly and featuring other guest stars. As she reflects on 

Kennyôs legacy, Linda notes that his leadership by example stands out. ñWatching him 

work for all these years and seeing his work ethic, I can see why heôs been around this 

long,ò she says. ñWhat I see in 

Kenny is that he still cares, and that everything he does, he goes about it with 

professionalism and heart. He wants everything to be great and a wonderful experience 

for everyone. That is something we should all take from him.ò Lindaôs daughter, Hillary 

Scott of Lady Antebellum, admits Kennyôs influenced her as well. ñMy mom always 

talks about how focused he is on making sure that the stage is set a certain way and that it 

looks sleek and clean,ò says Hillary. ñHeôs all about class onstage.ò Lady Antebellum 

opened for Kenny during a 2009 show in Switzerland. ñHeôs a great entertainer,ò says 

Lady Aôs Dave Haywood. ñHalf the crowd didnôt understand English and he had 

everyone laughing and having a great time.ò The groupôs Charles Kelley credits Kenny 

for at least some of the groupôs success. ñSongs like óIslands in the Streamô opened up a 

lot of doors for a more contemporary country influence, which paved the way for our 

kind of sound,ò he says. CW 



 
 

Somethingôs Still Burning for 
Rogers After ' 50 Years'  

 

 
 

By Chip Chandler   
 

Posted: June 11, 2011 

Expect a blast of nostalgia and a dip into some deep cuts when Kenny Rogers 

performs Sunday in Amarillo. 

Rogers said his "First 50 Years" tour will stretch from some of his hits with the First 

Edition, one of his earliest successes, to one song from his latest album, "The Love of 

God," a collection of classic and modern gospel songs. 

"I do 'Something's Burning,' a huge country record for the First Edition, then 'I Just 

Dropped In (To See What Condition My Condition Was In),' 'Ruby,' 'Reuben 

James,'" Rogers said. "It's fun for me. Those are songs that I don't normally do, but 

when I put them in context, they make sense." 

The concert, which opens at 7 p.m. Sunday in the Amarillo Civic Center Auditorium 

with Billy Dean, is a bit of a work in progress for the country legend. 

"I've been trying to find a formula for how to get out of my old formula," Rogers 

said. "I've kind of found it, but I'm still massaging it." 

http://amarillo.com/sites/default/files/imagecache/superphoto/editorial/images/images/amarillo/mdControlled/cms/2011/06/11/842724087.jpg
http://amarillo.com/authors/chip-chandler


That gives him license to pull some lesser-known hits from his catalogue, such as 

"Share Your Love," "Crazy" (not the Patsy Cline hit, but Rogers' song cowritten with 

Richard Marx) and "I Don't Need You." 

"There are different quantities and different qualities of hits, but all of these are semi-

recognizable," he said. "The thing I've learned about music is that people will listen 

to songs they don't know if they're simple and they're pretty. 

"Mine are simple, and they're pretty." 

He said he'll open his part of the show with "Love Or Something Like It," then travel 

through his career in segments. 

"I just keep the show musically interesting and unpredictable," he said. 

The show will stretch into his most recent music, but he won't perform too many 

songs from "The Love of God." 

"I know this is crazy, but I'm a bit uncomfortable doing religious music to a paid 

audience," he said. "I want to be careful. I'm not a person who proselytizes." 

Rogers' list of classics includes an impressive 24 No. 1 hits - "The Gambler," "Lady," 

"Lucille," "She Believes in Me," "Islands in the Stream" and "We've Got Tonight" 

among them. His "Greatest Hits" album has sold more than 24 million copies 

worldwide to date. 

This tour came about when someone on his team realized it was his 50th year as an 

artist. 

"They said we should do something to celebrate 50 years in the business, but I said 

that sounds so final to me and said to package it as the 'first 50 years,'" Rogers said. 

Despite his long run, Rogers said he still tries to stay current and relevant. 

"My theory about the business is that if you're trying to go up, you go up. If you don't 

go up, that's immaterial. But you have to try," he said. 

He's the only artist to have charted a record in each of the last six decades. 

"'Buy Me a Rose,' 'The Greatest,' 'I Can't Unlove You,'" he said, listing some of his 

more recent hits. "People would have bet money I never would have gotten them on 

the radio, but I did because I think they're exceptional songs, and I think there's 

always a place for that." 
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Kenny Rogers releases a new album of gospel 

tunesðthe ones his mom loved most of all. 
 

Kenny Rogers lets go a warm laugh when asked about the inspiration behind his first ever 

album of gospel songs, The Love of God.  

 

He pleasantly hearkens back to his childhood in 

Texas, and his deeply religious mom (who, as 

many fans know, was named Lucille). She 

loved to sing the old-time, traditional gospel 

hymns, and several of the selections on The 

Love of God, including ñIn the Sweet By and 

Byò and ñAmazing Grace,ò were among her 

favorites. The album, released in March, is 

available exclusively at all Cracker Barrel Old 

Country Store locations and at 

crackerbarrel.com.  

 

ñMy mother was very religious, more so than my dad,ò Kenny recalls, before pausing for 

a laugh. ñI had four brothers and three sisters, so I think she needed all the help she could 

get. The church was her solution to every problem. If you had a headacheðgo to church. 

If something else was wrongðgo to church. We went about three times a week when I 

was a kid. It was a great and important part of our lives.ò 

 

 



And when it was time for the congregation to sing, the voice of Kennyôs mom came 

through loudly and clearly, if not always on key. In a lighthearted and loving tone, Kenny 

confesses, ñI will go on record as saying that my mother was one of the worst singers I 

ever heard, and I say that with all the love and affection in the world. I used to move 

away from her sometimes, thatôs how bad she was. But she loved to sing! I always say 

that I got my sense of values from my mom,ò he adds. ñShe had a lot of philosophical 

things to say and had so much wisdom.ò 

 

When Cracker Barrel approached Kenny about the possibility of a gospel album, he had a 

well of memories to draw from. ñThese songs remind me of my childhood experiences 

with my mom and dad,ò Kenny says. ñSo Iôm really closely attached to most of the songs 

that we chose for this album.ò  

 

But Kenny didnôt totally lean on 

nostalgia when assembling the 

songs for The Love of God. 

Kenny includes a couple of 

contemporary gospel-influenced 

tunes, ñThe Rock of Your Loveò 

by Vince Gill and ñCircle of 

Friends,ò made popular by the 

Christian/country female trio 

Point of Grace. ñWith an album 

like this, I wanted to do a cross 

section of songs,ò Kenny 

explains. ñYou want to put 

familiar songs on there so people 

know what theyôre getting. The ones we chose are like landmarks in gospel music. But I 

wanted to do some new stuff as well. I have always loved Vinceôs song, and óCircle of 

Friendsô was such a big record.ò  

 

For ñCircle of Friends,ò Kenny enlisted Point of Grace as his duet partners. ñI felt kind of 

funny asking them to sing their song on my record,ò he admits with a laugh. ñBut theyôre 

great singers and, of course, they knew the song already.ò Country harmony group The 

Whites also team up with Kenny on ñIôll Fly Away.ò  

 

The Love of God marks Kennyôs second album for Cracker Barrel, having previously 

released 50 Years, a collection of Kennyôs all-time classics including ñThe Gambler,ò 

ñThrough the Years,ò ñIslands in the Streamò and others. At press time, The Love of God 

had reached the Top 10 on the Billboard country albums chartðan amazing feat for an 

album thatôs unavailable in major retail storesðand No. 2 on the Christian albums chart. 

ñThey have 600 stores around the nation, and they really promote their products,ò Kenny 

says of the winning collaboration with Cracker Barrel. ñThey really know their audience 

and they know their market. The best thing about doing an album like this is that it 

doesnôt conflict with your other projects because it is exclusive to Cracker Barrel.ò  

 



Kenny has contemplated the idea of a gospel album for a few years, but the timing never 

worked out, until now. ñ[Cracker Barrel] gave me the opportunity,ò he says. ñFor a long 

time, a gospel album was not something I wanted to do. Iôve always been kind of a love-

song guy or a story-song singer. But now that Iôve done this album, Iôm really happy with 

it. All the songs turned out even better than I thought they would.ò And certainly, 

Kennyôs mom would be proud. CW 



 

Rogers' voice perfect fit for gospel record 
 

By Jared Jernagan, Music Critic 

Thursday, April 7, 2011 

Some voices are perfectly fit for gospel music, even 

if they are more often used elsewhere.  

Elvis springs to mind. He may have been "The King 

of Rock and Roll," but he brought such soul to 

inspirational songs. For all the music people more 

commonly associate with the King, "(There'll Be) 

Peace in the Valley (For Me)" stands among his 

very best recordings.  

And so it is with Kenny Rogers. After more than a half-century career that has spanned 

country, folk, rock, pop and a bit of psychedelia, the 72-year-old music icon released his 

first gospel album last month.  

"The Love of God" was released March 7 and is available exclusively at Cracker Barrel 

Old Country Store locations.  

When Rogers brings his trademark husky moan to bear on a gospel song, the results are 

amazing.  

Perhaps the most impressive aspect of the album is how perfect the arrangement choices 

are. On traditional gospel numbers like "Will the Circle Be Unbroken," "I'll Fly Away" 

and "What a Friend We Have in Jesus," the accompaniment is either a traditional 

bluegrass arrangement or simple acoustic guitar.  

For contemporary numbers like the title track and "Peace," Rogers uses modern 

arrangements.  

And the most moving number on the record is the last, as Rogers' voice stands alone to 

deliver "Leaning on the Everlasting Arms." It's the perfect end to a touching compilation.  

My spin: A-  

It's amazing that it took Kenny Rogers 53 years in the recording industry to get around to 

a gospel album. His style is the perfect fit, and "The Love of God" proves it. Rogers has 

struck gold with this peaceful and uplifting album. Let's hope another is in the works.

http://www.bannergraphic.com/


 

Kenny Rogers ï The Love of God 
 

By Chuck Dauphin 

March 11, 2011 

 

In a recording career that now stretches past the five decade mark, Kenny Rogers has 

done it all.  Well, almost.  While he has recorded some inspirational material from time to 

time (ñHeed The Call,ò ñTell It All Brotherò), he has never released an all-Gospel album.  

Now, through the Cracker Barrel Old Country Store music program, the legendary singer 

finally has that chance. 

 

A collection of classic hymns and newer songs, Rogers sounds as great as ever.  Of the 

newer songs, some of the best tracks include the Beth Nielsen Chapman / Michael 

McDonald-written ñPeace,ò as well as ñThe Rock Of Your Love,ò which was penned by 

Vince Gill.  Another track that is a highlight is Point Of Graceôs ñCircle Of Friends,ò 

with harmony from the multi-award winners themselves. 

 

Rogers also does well with the classics.  He turns in a more than capable version of 

ñAmazing Grace,ò and a stirring version of ñWhat A Friend We Have In Jesus.ò He tips 

his hat to his mother (whose name was Lucille, ironically) by including her favorite ñIn 

The Sweet By And By.ò The Whites add a nice touch to ñIôll Fly Away,ò as well.  But the 

cream of the crop comes at the beginning. 

 

Throughout the history of Country & Gospel, many have recorded the classic Carter 

Family tune ñWill The Circle Be Unbroken.ò While none comes close to touching the 

original, I have to say that Kennyôs version is one of the best I have ever heard.  

Alternating between Country, Blues, and a little bit of Chorus sounds, I think this is the 

centerpiece of this album. 

 

If you love Kenny Rogers or Gospel Music, I think you will love this album.  If you lean 

towards one of the two, you just might be a fan of both before youôre done with this 

album.  Simply putéin Cracker Barrel terms, itôs sweeter than one of those Coca-Cola 

cakes or Caramel Sundaes that you will find at the restaurant chain.  Good for the Spirit, 

and good for the soulé 



 

Rogersô new album mix of traditional, 

contemporary gospel 
By Natalie Fleming 

Times Staff Writer 

Published: Thursday, March 17, 2011                                    

When you think about Kenny Rogers, your first thoughts usually are about when to hold 

óem and when to fold óem, not gospel music. 

Rogers, 72, who actually has been in the music business since the mid-1950s, released 

ñThe Love of God,ò a full-length gospel album, on March 7. The album is available 

exclusively at Cracker Barrel Old Country Store locations nationwide. 

As a fan of both country and gospel music, I was looking forward to listening to the CD 

the minute it came in the mail. And as a fan of Kenny Rogers since ñThe Gamblerò and 

ñIslands in the Stream,ò I was not disappointed. 

The album kicks off on a high note with Rogersô cover of ñWill the Circle Be 

Unbroken?ò  

A far cry from singing about ña bar in Toledo ...,ò the harmonies and bluegrass tinge will 

instantly have you singing along.  

Those who favor traditional hymns will enjoy Rogersô renditions of ñIôll Fly Awayò 

(featuring the beautiful harmonies of The Whites) and the retrospective ñWhat a Friend 

We Have in Jesus.ò  

His smooth voice takes you back to times of Sunday morninô meetings and dinner on the 

ground, with the always-popular ñAmazing Graceò and ñLeaning on the Everlasting 

Arms.ò  

While keeping with more traditional spirituals, the album also showcases some 

contemporary gospel sounds with songs like ñPeaceò and ñCircle of Friends,ò which 

features the popular, all-female contemporary Christian group Point of Grace.  

The mixture of old favorites and new sounds will keep listeners of either genre of gospel 

music entertained for albumôs entirety.  

The only downfall? Itôs just 12 tracks. 



 

Kenny Rogers' new CD 

'The Love of God' debuts at #8 
 

Sterling Whitaker 

Nashville Music Industry Examiner  

March 17, 2011  

 

Legendary singer Kenny Rogers' new CD The Love of God had a very strong first week 

of release, debuting at #8 on Billboard's Top Country Albums chart. The album also sits 

at #2 on the Top Christian Albums chart and #31 on the Billboard Top 200. 

The Love of God is an album of inspirational songs that have been personally meaningful 

to Rogers over the years. It is available only through Cracker Barrel, making Kenny 

Rogers the first artist to release a second album through Cracker Barrel's exclusive music 

program. ñItôs great to see such a positive response to an album that Iôm so proud of,ò the 

singer said in a press release. ñCracker Barrel has almost 600 points of purchase. Itôs an 

ingenious marketing concept theyôve developed. Everybody wins." 

ñWorking with Kenny Rogers is a pleasure,ò said Chris Ciavarra, Senior Vice President 

of Marketing for Cracker Barrel. ñWe are very pleased that this second project with him 

is proving to be so popular with our guests. Such a strong debut speaks well of his ability 

to speak to his fans and also speaks to the strength of the Cracker Barrel exclusive music 

program." 

http://www.examiner.com/music-industry-in-nashville/sterling-whitaker
http://kennyrogers.musiccitynetworks.com/
http://cbmusic.crackerbarrel.com/albums/love-god


 

The Love of God by Kenny Rogers 
****  

 
 

Published: May 6, 2011 by Jessica Phillips 

Since his rise during the 1960s, Kenny Rogers has had pop success with The First Edition, 

notched the country perennials ñThe Gamblerò and ñLucille,ò dabbled in acting, recorded with 

Michael Jackson (ñWe Are the Worldò) and partnered with Dolly Parton on the hugely successful 

duet ñIslands in the Stream.ò Is there anything Kenny hasnôt done?  

Well, heôs never released an all-gospel album . . . until now.  

On his first inspirational release, recorded for Cracker Barrel, Kenny applies his soothing vocals 

to classics including ñAmazing Graceò and ñIôll Fly Awayò (featuring The Whites). He nods to 

countryôs gospel roots with a blues-tinged version of the Grand Ole Opryôs unofficial theme song, 

ñWill the Circle Be Unbroken,ò and offers a soulful take on the Vince Gill-penned ñThe Rock of 

Your Love,ò with a vocal as warming as the Barrelôs own home-style cooking.  

He also tackles some favorites from the contemporary Christian field, including Michael W. 

Smithôs ñGraceò and Christian country trio Point of Graceôs ñCircle of Friends,ò with harmonies 

courtesy of the ladies themselves.  

Not unlike the subject of its title, the wide-ranging collection The Love of God turns no one away. 

 

http://www.countryweekly.com/reviews/love-god-kenny-rogers##
http://www.countryweekly.com/reviews/love-god-kenny-rogers##
http://www.countryweekly.com/reviews/love-god-kenny-rogers##
http://www.countryweekly.com/reviews/love-god-kenny-rogers##


 

Kenny Rogers 

The Love of God ï 2011 (Cracker Barrel) 

Reviewed by Andrew Greenhalgh 

 

 
 

ñ(Rogersô) voice is still strong and fine, his raspy baritone still intactéThe Whites, 

Winfield's Locket and Point of Grace share guest vocals alongside great musical turns 

including Bryan Sutton, Gordon Mote, Eric Darken and Jerry Douglas. It's a sound that's 

straight out of the country, well produced and borderline bluegrass in its delivery, with 

lots of acoustic strings and flawless playingéa traditional tapestry of country-flavored 

faith.ò 
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American Music Icon: 

Kenny Rogers Croons 
 

By Katelyn Coyne 

June 23, 2011 

Rogersô welcoming raspy voice and 

ability to fully inhabit every song he 

sings makes the legendary singer a 

beloved icon in American music. Over 

the course of his career he has sold more 

than 120 million records across the 

globe, recorded more than 65 albums 

and produced a string of number one 

hits. He even holds the title of the 

Record Industry Association of 

Americaôs (RIAA) 8th Best Selling 

Male Artist of all time with one Diamond album, 19 platinum albums and 31 Gold 

albums. 

His latest record, ñThe Love of God,ò was released on March 7, 2011 and sold 

exclusively at Cracker Barrel Old Country Store. The album offers 12 uplifting songs 

from classic hymns and gospel to contemporary Christian compositions. A tour through 

his own spiritual connection to music, Rogersô shares with his fans a sense of peace, 

family and community through his music. 

ñWhat an incredible album that has turned out to be,ò says Rogers of his latest release. ñIt 

seems I have a personal relationship with every song on it. óIn the Sweet By and Byô was 

my momôs favorite song. What I was a kid, as I was leaving to go to school, I remember 

hearing her sing along with that song on the radio as she did her morning ironing. Music 

is by far the best ómemory creatorô I know, and that memory is very special to me.ò 

And while the album is technically considered ñChristian music,ò Rogers stays true to his 

reputation as a boundary crosser, giving different flare to each track. From the soulful 

ñThe Rock of Your Loveò to the relaxed ñIn the Sweet By and Byò and even his Ray 

Charles-esque gospel/ R&B tinged ñHe Showed Me Love,ò Rogers seems to hit every 

genre he loves in the album. 

http://funcityfinder.com/


 

Kenny Rogers Is Still Gambling  
 
By Michele Mcmanmon  
3/31/11  

 

Kenny Rogers is a living legend.  This male country & western singer crossed over 

before it was the ónormô with his love ballads and storytelling exposes.  With 3 Grammy 

Awards, 21 hit songs, and numerous gold albums, this humble man enjoyed every second 

of his music career.  This past week The Grammy Museum in Los Angeles honored the 

legend with a Q&A session that was filled with surprises, memories, and tales of what 

itôs like to be this great artist. 

 

Coming up when Do Wop was all the rage, Rogers first group was The Scholars.  ñNone 

of us ever studied, so I donôt know how we got that nameò Rogers joked.  ñCrazy 

Feelingò was their single that got the band on Dick Clarkôs American Bandstand.  

Treating his music like a job from the onset, he changed, as it was needed throughout his 

career.  After his Bandstand experience, he changed his name from Kenneth Ray to 

Kenny Rogers at the urging of a Texas TV talk host, Larry King.   The rest, as they say, 

is history.  

 

After another Do Wop group split, he joined an avant-

guard folk jazz group.  The group split and Rogers 

embarked on a sometimes, successful solo career ñIôm 

surprised at what I have been capable of doing with little 

talent.ò  

 

He attributes his success in always looking for songs that every woman would want to 

hear, and stories that every man would want to hear.  ñI found the song 'Ruby', which is a 

song about a guy who wants to kill his wifeò which made Rogers a star.  óCoward of the 

Countyô is a song about a rape, ñwhich is just bizarre that people respond to them the way 

they doò Rogers points out with wild bewilderment. 

 

óThe Gamblerô exemplifies his formula best as a storytelling success.  He has done 3 TV 

series based on this one song and Rogers is willing to do one more ñIf they shoot me in 

the arm and the leg right off the bat, Iôm in.ò 

 

 

http://www.examiner.com/indie-music-in-los-angeles/michele-mcmanmon


His duets are infamous, with Sheena Easton, Dottie West, and Dolly Parton.   Working 

on óIslands in the Streamô with producer Barry Gib gave Rogers a headache.  After 4 

days in the studio, he threw in the towel.  Someone suggested Dolly Parton and just by 

dumb luck, his manager had just acquired her phone number days before.  The duo called 

her up and in ñmarchedò Parton to make his greatest duet to date. 

 

ñI caught a lot of heat from the higher ups in the country music marketò Rogers explains 

about working with Lionel Richie (ñLadyò, ñShe Believes in Meò) and his cross over 

tunes in the 70ôs.  Citing having been influenced by many different musical artists 

throughout his career including country, he explains, itôs these influences that ñbrought 

many non-country music fans over to appreciate country music.ò A recent duet with 

Winona Judd is up and coming, as is a new series of photography books, and a auto-

biography.  ñI grabbed a Brownie and began shooting early in my careerò and so Rogers 

has documented his journeys all around the world.  

 

His latest album ñLove of Godò is a new departure for Rogers, who claims itôs far more 

ñspiritualò than religious.  Tracks like óAmazing Graceô and óSweet by and Byô are 

órecognizable songsô that conjure memories of his childhood.  Performing on the Dove 

Awards in June, this record has just hit stores and is available online. 

http://kennyrogers.musiccitynetworks.com/ 
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The Love of God 
Kenny Rogers (Cracker Barrel) 
 

With a dozen countrified gospel numbers on his new release, Kenny Rogers becomes the 

first artist to have two albums among Cracker Barrel Old Country Store's exclusive music 

offerings. The restaurant chain has become a force in the music industry, putting its latest 

album near the cash registers and the 25 others in a nearby kiosk, making them hard to 

miss for diners paying their check or waiting for a table. 

 

The songs here are billed as the "inspirational, spiritual classics that Rogers loved 

through his childhood." Without exception, they are familiar tunes, warm and comforting, 

and listeners might find themselves singing along with Rogers on many of the tracks. He 

comes by this concept album honestly, previously notching 27 No. 1 hits on the 

Contemporary Christian Radio charts. 

 

The musicianship throughout is impeccable, with sterling instrumental accompaniment 

and vocal backups. Rogers' distinctive voice is mostly intact and more than capable, 

despite the barely perceptible effects of age on range and note-holding. Each arrangement 

on these gospel gems puts the lyrics and vocals out front, with dramatic and sometimes 

soaring musical emphasis done with restraint. 

 

-- KEN ROSENBAUM 

http://www.toledoblade.com/


 
 

Kenny Rogers Country-Pop legend Spotlight 
March 17, 2011 

 

 

 Kenny Rogers 

 

By now, Kenny Rogers has become such an icon that itôs easy to forget how he got there. 

The songs on ñ42 Ultimate Hits,ò bringing together the top songs of his career from the 

late ó60s First Edition years up to his current return to the charts, offers a crash-course 

reminder that Rogers is a star because he excels at his craft. 

 

Just look at the titles: ñLady,ò ñRuby Donôt Take Your Love to Town,ò ñThe Gambler,ò 

ñShe Believes in Me,ò ñIslands in the Stream,ò ñWeôve Got Tonight,ò ñBuy Me A Rose.ò 

Not a ditty among them. Then listen. The sweetly raspy vocals are instantly identifiable 

as Kenny Rogers. He sounds like nobody else. More importantly, he inhabits each song, 

making it vivid and tangible. For more than five decades, Rogers has delivered 

memorable songs, drawing fans among rock, pop, soul and country audiences. 

 

When one singer makes such an indelible mark, thatôs not mere luck or even simple 

talent. ñI really, really love what Iôm doing,ò Rogers says. ñPeople survive longer if they 

love what theyôre doing. Because you just donôt quit.ò 

 

 

 



Houston-born Rogers formed his first band while in high school in 1956 and never quit 

making music from that point on. The rockabilly group, called The Scholars, got a record 

deal and released two singles that had local success, and led to a performance spot on 

American Bandstand. Soon afterward, Rogers joined the Bobby Doyle Trio, playing 

stand-up bass in the jazz band, and appearing on their album. In 1966, he became a 

member of the New Christy Minstrels, the popular folk group, leaving a year later to 

form The First Edition with other members of the troupe. 

 

The spotlight started focusing on Rogers when the group got their first hit, ñI Just 

Dropped In (To See What Condition My Condition Was In).ò Within a year the band was 

called Kenny Rogers and The First Edition, and his distinctive voice led the group to both 

pop and country chart success with ñRuby, Donôt Take Your Love To Town,ò written by 

Mel Tillis. The double-genre success struck again with ñReuben James,ò and the group 

landed their own TV variety show. 

 

In 1974, Kenny Rogers and the First Edition disbanded, leaving Rogers at a crossroads. 

Disillusioned with the fickleness of the pop world, but not with music itself, he searched 

for a direction to take his solo career. Impressed by the loyalty of country fans that 

supported their favorite artists long after they had disappeared from radio, Rogers looked 

to country. Heôd already had some success among country fans with the First Edition and 

he was drawn to the type of story songs that populated the genre. It was the perfect 

transition for him. ñLove Lifted Me,ò went Top 20 in 1975, but it was the ñLucilleò that 

shot him into the stratosphere. Tops at country, it also succeeded on the pop chart, was 

named the CMAôs Single of the Year and was certified Gold. 

 

ñDaytime Friends,ò ñSweet Music Man,ò and ñLove or Something Like Itò continued his 

run of success. Then came ñThe Gambler,ò a story song so vivid it not only delighted 

country and pop fans, it also became a TV movie, starring Rogers himself in the title role. 

The movie spawned four follow-ups, making it the longest running miniseries franchise 

on television. It started Rogers on a second career as an actor on television and movies, 

including another TV movie based on one of his hit songs, ñCoward of the County.ò 

 

Though theoretically a country singer, Rogers dominated the pop charts, consistently 

finding songs with universal appeal. ñIôve never considered myself a great singer, but I 

am a great storyteller,ò Rogers told Billboard magazine, also noting that he feels his 

strength as an artist is in finding great songs. In the 1980s he came to embody the role of 

the sensitive male, singing such romantic hits as ñThrough The Years,ò ñShe Believes In 

Me,ò ñYou Decorated My Life,ò and ñLady,ò the biggest song of his career. Those songs 

are classics today, sung at countless weddings, and even engraved on tombstones. 

 

ñThere are a lot of songs that may have initial success but donôt linger the period of time 

those songs have,ò Rogers says. ñThey do take a different value in your heart when they 

have that kind of staying power that represents your success and represents a feeling and 

a thought. A song like that becomes a part of your soul.ò 



 

"The Love Of God" - Kenny Rogers - A Review 
 

By Jim Moulton March 10, 2011 

 

It is hard to believe that Kenny Rogers has had a 50 year career, so far. Last night, He 

was given a salute "The First Fifty Years" on GAC TV. 

 

This selection of Christian songs,hymns and gospel renderings has a real rootsy feel to it. 

It has an audiophile sound quality to it, a great production, all of the way around. It gives 

you Nashville's best in musicians and singers, but it does not sound like that is what you 

got. It is a warm,rootsy personal affair that is refreshing and peaceful to listen to. Doug 

Sax mastered it, He puts a stamp of true originality to it, plus, a warmth that you did not 

think a CD player could produce.The artwork on the Digipak is very somber in brownish 

tones with a couple of pictures of Kenny looking very serious, but serene. His vocals 

have never sounded better. He is very sincere in his singing and has picked a great set of 

songs , partially from public domain and partially from hymns and other artists.The CD 

starts out with "Will The Circle Be Unbroken" and moves thru a very varied set of gospel 

songs and Christian Ballads. The theme of the "Love Of God " comes out alot.  

 

To hear Kenny sing "What a Friend We Have In Jesus" is so encouraging, he sings with 

so much meaning and sincerity. "Circle Of Friends", sung with Point Of Grace is more 

upbeat and like new territory for Kenny, He asked them if they would sing it with him.  

 

This is a Cracker Barrel project, which is always a good thing, I do not think I have ever 

heard a bad one. They seem to give the artist freedom in every aspect of the project. It is 

refreshing to see this side of Kenny, God believing, and full of creativity. He is not 

ashamed to share his belief in God, through song and what he has written on the CD 

cover. The producers for the CD are Rogers long time pianist Warren Hartman with Kyle 

Lehning(Randy Travis and others.) 

 

"Peace" is a warm ballad by Michael Mcdonald that Kenny fell in love with. Great 

version of "I'll Fly Away" with the help of the Whites. My favorite song is "Rock Of 

Your Love" by Vince Gill. I love the vocals and country sound to it, some great country 

lead guitar and pedal steel. This is another great project by the Cracker Barrel gang, pick 

one up at their restaurant or on line. 



 
 

Kenny Rogers Eyes Wyclef Jean 

for Duet Partner on Next Album 
Written by Lorie Hollabaugh 

December 18th, 2010 

 

Kenny Rogers has several interesting projects in the 

works for 2011, including plans for a duets album 

called 'Killer Combinations,' with old friends Dolly 

Parton and Lionel Richie. One surprising and 

unexpected addition on the project comes in the form of 

rapper Wyclef Jean. The former Fugees front man 

recorded Kenny's hit 'The Gambler' a few years back, 

and now the country star is anticipating what the two 

could cook up for his new album, especially since 

Wyclef hails from Haiti, a country where Kenny has 

quite a few fans.  

 

"Wyclef Jean is a friend of mine, and he did 'The 

Gambler' on his record once before, and it was a pretty cool thing," Kenny tells 

Gannett.com. "He did a whole rap version of 'The Gambler,' and I sang -- actually spoke -

- part of the thing. I'd like to do something with him that's musical, for lack of a better 

term, because he's a very big guy in Haiti -- that's where he's from -- and I have a really 

good following down there. I think we could do something musically very interesting." 

 

Kenny also has some fairly short musical partners on his current Christmas tour -- he 

incorporates local children into each of the shows on the tour, which he's done for the last 

three decades. The children's choirs in this year's concerts have been some of the most 

talented he's seen, according to Kenny, who spends half the show singing holiday 

favorites and the other half performing his own hits from the past five decades.  

 

"It's a great opportunity for some of these kids to come onstage and participate, and it 

creates a local interest as well, when you know the choir is local and the kids are local," 

says Rogers. "We've done about five shows this Christmas already, and we have had 

some phenomenal choirs of kids -- better than any year in the past." 

 

Kenny admits he's fond of being upstaged by the kids, who sometimes do hilarious, 

unpredictable things while performing, which makes the shows even more fun. "Oh, I 

pray they upstage me... It makes my life so much simpler!" he reveals. "I love it when the 

kids actually have personalities and they're not so afraid to do things. We had some kid 

the other night who was about 5 or 6, and he yawned through the whole show. He gets up 

on the stage and just started yawning and couldn't quit. I just thought it was hilarious! 

Kids are going to be kids no matter how hard you try to train them." 

http://music.aol.com/artist/kenny-rogers?flv=1
http://music.aol.com/artist/dolly-parton?flv=1
http://music.aol.com/artist/dolly-parton?flv=1
http://music.aol.com/artist/lionel-richie?flv=1
http://music.aol.com/artist/wyclef-jean?flv=1
http://www.theboot.com/tag/Fugees/
http://www.metrolyrics.com/the-gambler-lyrics-kenny-rogers.html
http://www.pressconnects.com/article/20101212/ENT/12090314/1110/Kenny-Rogers--holiday-show-mixes-hits--Christmas-favorites


 

 

Kenny Rogers chats, laughs with crowd 

during concert packed with classic hits  

By KEVIN HERVERT Friday, October 7, 2011 

Kenny Rogers entertained a crowd of 2,200 Thursday night at Viaero Event Center with 

music and laughter during a 90-minute show. The 73-year old musician and actor talked 

with the crowd between songs and sometimes during them. 

Kenny Rogers dropped in to Kearney Thursday night to see what condition its condition 

was in. It was hilarious. 

 

Rogers sang 19 of his hit songs, including his first one from 1968 with the band The First 

Edition, ñJust Dropped In (To See What Condition My Condition Was In).ò The 1960s 

hit later was used in the movie ñThe Big Lebowski.ò 

 

Rogers entertained a crowd of 2,200 at the Viaero Event Center with music and laughter 

during the 90-minute show. 

 

He sang such songs as ñCoward of the County,ò ñLadyò and ñWeôve Got Tonight,ò 

among others. 

 

If he wasnôt laughing with the crowd, he was laughing at them. 

 

http://www.kearneyhub.com/
http://www.kearneyhub.com/entertainment/local/article_42380c9e-f107-11e0-a1d9-001cc4c002e0.html?mode=image&photo=0


The 73-year old musician and actor talked with the crowd throughout the show, between 

songs and sometimes during them. 

 

ñI feel obligated to tell you that we, meaning the band and me, do in fact watch you 

during the show,ò he said. ñMore importantly, and a lot more fun, we do, in fact, talk 

about you during the show.ò 

 

He threw $10 bills at one audience member, Max, every time Max recognized a song. 

 

ñIôm not above buying fans,ò he quipped about Max. ñIf you hear a song you remember, 

even having been a hit, Iôll throw you $10.ò 

 

He joked with Max and the rest of the audience throughout the evening, earning laugh 

after laugh, and played hit after hit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

óLadyô still resonates with crowd  

Rogersô ballads on tap at Alabama Theatre 
By Steve Palisin - October 14

th
, 2011 

 

Kenny Rogers has convinced himself of 

something whenever he looks back. 

 

ñMusic is the greatest memory maker of all time,ò 

he said by phone last week. ñYouôll say, óI 

remember when I first heard that song.ô ò 

 

Look for such thoughts when Rogers performs 

Saturday at the Alabama Theatre in North Myrtle 

Beach. 

 

Ask Rogers what stops the audiences for three to 

four minutes in concert, and he has many options. 

 

ñ óThrough the Yearsô is in the top five,ò he said. 

ñBut óLadyô is No. 1 because it was bigger than 

the others. Itôs a more personal song. 

 

ñI try to find ballads to say what every man would like to say to a woman, and what every 

woman would like to hear.ò 

 

The 73-year-old said for two days while filming his golden anniversary music special that 

premiered in March on cable TVôs GAC, he walked down memory lane with various 

friends. The special guests included Lionel Richie, who wrote ñLadyò for Rogers, from 

1980. Rogers also sang backup on ñMy Love,ò on the former Commodoreôs debut solo 

album two years later. Rogers said the friendships that result from such projects makes 

life only more special. 

 

Teaming up with Richie added some rhythm and blues to the mix for Rogers, what he 

called ña whole different feel.ò 

 

ñI started off in jazz,ò Rogers said, harking back to his native Houston. ñI had 10 years in 

jazz, then I joined The New Christy Minstrels.ò 

 

That led to other ventures, such as with Mickey Gilley and heading The First Edition, 

long before breaking sounds with the Bee Gees and meeting Dolly Parton for what would 

become in many circles the greatest country duet. 

http://www.thesunnews.com/
http://www.thesunnews.com/


Filling an óIslandô 
 

Barry, Robin and the late Maurice Gibb wrote ñIslands in the Stream,ò and as the 1970s 

gave way to the ô80s, the brothers worked on other hits for their youngest sibling, Andy, 

as well as Samantha Sang (ñEmotionò), Barbra Streisand (ñGuiltyò) and Dionne Warwick 

(ñHeartbreakerò). Rogers said ñIslandsò had been offered to other artists, but Barry sold 

him on it. 

 

ñWhen you sing a Barry Gibb song, you become a Bee Gee,ò Rogers said, ñand you donôt 

have any other choice.ò 

 

Something was missing, though, when Rogers tackled the vocals. 

 

ñWe went into the studio, and I sang it for four days,ò said Rogers, who had uttered his 

growing unease to Gibb. ñHe said we need Dolly Parton. He called Dolly, and once she 

walked in, it was a totally different song, a different feel, a different groove.ò 

 

Doing many duets through the years ï including ñWeôve Got Tonightò with Sheena 

Easton, ñDonôt Fall in Love with a Dreamerò with Kim Carnes and ñAll I Ever Need Is 

Youò with Dottie West ï Rogers said such partnerships only double the return that a solo 

format leaves out. 

 

ñEverybody sings better in a duet,ò he said, applying a track-and-field touch to his take. 

 

ñItôs like a 100-yard dash. You run this as fast as you think you can. But put someone 

alongside you, who runs a little faster, and you run a little faster. Itôs a different little 

twist. é 

 

ñYou end up improving what you normally do by the inspiration the other person brings. 

Thatôs why Iôve done so many duets.ò 

 

Youthful memories 

 

Rogersô latest CD, ñThe Love of God,ò released in March through Cracker Barrel Old 

Country Stores, marked a new milestone, with hymns that help showcase his lifelong 

influences. 

 

ñI had been asked to do that for years and years,ò he said, outlining how he overcame his 

hesitancy. 

 

ñI donôt like to impose my religious beliefs on a vague audience. Cracker Barrel said, 

óThis is our audience, as we know they will love this.ô ò 

 

 

 



The 12-song project, which starts with his cover of ñWill the Circle Be Unbroken?,ò also 

let Rogers relive his past. He brought up ñPeace,ò co-written by Michael McDonald and 

Beth Nielsen Chapman, and ñGrace,ò which Michael W. Smith helped compose, as two 

examples of the joy the album generated for him. 

 

ñIt was amazing how much it brought back in memories of my youth,ò he said, crediting 

his mother for instilling, and exposing him to, creativity. ñWe went to church three times 

a week. é She took me there to have me inspired.ò 

 

Growing up in a family of musicians only opened, nurtured and trained Rogersô ears. 

ñMy father played fiddle, and all of his family played instruments,ò he said. ñAll these 

songs came back to me for different reasons.ò 

 

He summarized the songs on ñLambò as ñkind of a balance between the old and the newò 

and that none of them is ñtruly religious music.ò 

 

ñIt was designed to be inspirational,ò Rogers said. ñSongs that give you hope.ò 

 

Christmastime always pumps Rogers up, with a separate tour each year, dedicating the 

second half of each show to the season. He gave a tie for his two favorite numbers: ñôTil 

the Season Comes ôRound Again,ò his recording of which rounded out the TV special 

ñSnowden on Ice,ò in 1997, and ñMary, Did You Know,ò a duet with Wynonna Judd. 

 

ñI love doing those tours,ò he said. ñIt is truly a special time of the year. Iôm fortunate 

because I get to enjoy it for 30 days. I start on Thanksgiving or the day after.ò 

 

Shutterbug sidelight 

 

As plans proceed for release next year of his autobiography and his next book of 

photographs, ñAmerican Beauty,ò Rogers said the latter documents his pastime passion. 

He values another artistic opportunity, as he also has shown in photo exhibits that include 

the historic Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, Tenn. 

 

ñThe worst thing you can do,ò Rogers said, ñis have one form of creativity that you 

depend on for satisfaction.ò 

 

Citing the Centennial State, where he conversed during this interview, Rogers doesnôt see 

40-degree temperature dulling Mother Nature in any way. 

 

The Atlanta resident said instead of just sitting in his tour bus, crossing the country, ñWe 

pull a Jeep behind us, and my assistant and I take off.ò 

 

ñEven if we donôt photograph anything,ò he said, ñwe see things we couldnôt have seen if 

we hadnôt gotten out. Thatôs the beauty of what this country has to offer. You get around 

this country and see there are plenty of beautiful places here.ò 



 

Kenny Rogers brings a fe w aces we can keep to 

Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg  

In Print: Thursday, October 13, 2011  

By SEAN DALY 
St. Petersburg Times Pop Music Critic 

Some folks use an alarm clock to wake up in the morning. Me? I prefer a jolt from the 

Gambler. 

It's 9:30 a.m. Tuesday. I'm still at home, in bed, after a late night reviewing a show. 

Phone rings. I groggily answer: "This is Sean." 

"Hello, this is Kenny Rogers." 

Boom! That'll wake you up! 

"Whoa! That voice! Haha! You sound just like Kenny Rogers!" 

The country icon deadpans, giving his voice just a lil' more of that baked-ham glaze: "For 

the next 20 minutes, I promise to sound just like Kenny Rogers." 

And indeed he does, the 73-year-old cracking wise, not a sniff of ego on the Bearded One 

during our chat. I tell Rogers his music raised me. "That's child abuse, you know?" he 

zings. 

Rogers plays the Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg on Friday. He'll bust out all the hits 

ð She Believes in Me, Lady, Coward of the County ð but he'll also play cuts from new 

album The Love of God. It's his first spiritual record, although church music has been in 

his blood since his Houston childhood. He softly laughs about that memory, too. 

"I was raised in the church," he says. "My mother was determined for me to hear 

something good. My mom loved to sing ð and I'll go on record and say she was the 

worst singer ever. I'd get up and move away from her!" 

His Texas upbringing will be a major part of another project he's working on: a memoir. 

"I've turned down an autobiography for years," he says. "I will not write something that 

someone will object to. This is not an expose. That's not what this is about." Instead: "I 

was very gentle with the ex-wives." 



Hopefully, Rogers will also spin tales about his early days with the First Edition, whose 

quirky 1968 hit Just Dropped In (To See What Condition My Condition Was In) was 

given enduring life thanks to its oddball inclusion in the 1998 cult flick The Big 

Lebowski. 

"That's a weird bunch of people over there, the Coen Brothers," he says of Lebowski's 

directors. "That song is the closest you'll get to a 1967 acid flashback for the rest of your 

life." Strangely enough, the hit, written by Mickey Newbury, was originally intended for 

Sammy Davis Jr. "At the time, I thought, 'Oh gosh, it'd be worth it to hear that.' " 

Glen Campbell played guitar on Just Dropped In; Mike Post, who'd later famously write 

theme songs for The Rockford Files and Magnum P.I., produced the track. Rogers' vocal 

is cool and loopy on the LSD-inspired cut, although he adds, "I've never really done that, 

but I was around it at the time." Drugs and booze were never his thing for a reason: "My 

dad was an alcoholic ð not great for him, but good for me." 

After that, Rogers would go on to be a mainstream solo superstar, a country guy with 

tremendous crossover clout. And yet a great chunk of his success came from duets. He's 

arguably the greatest leading man in music. 

"There has to be chemistry in a duet, but if you go beyond the point of friendship and 

attraction, you lose something," he says of the art form's balance. "The trick is finding a 

great singer, and I think that's my strength. Kim Carnes, Sheena Easton." 

And of course . . . 

"Dolly Parton is such a special girl," he says. "Barry Gibb from the Bee Gees originally 

wrote Islands in the Stream for me. I sang it by myself for four days and said, 'Barry, I 

don't even like this song anymore!' So Barry sits back, thinks and says, 'You know who 

we need? Dolly Parton.' She came in, and she was just lovely. We were perfectly 

matched." 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

The Gambler Tries His Luck In 

Deadwood 
 

By Deanna Darr 

August 19
th
, 2011 

Kenny Rogers will perform Friday, Aug. 

19, at the Deadwood Mountain Grand. 

Kenny Rogers has conquered just about 

every genre in his five decades in the 

music business, including jazz, folk, rock, 

country and pop. Now add gospel to the 

list. 

His first gospel album, ñThe Love of 

God,ò features such inspirational songs as 

ñWill the Circle Be Unbroken,ò ñIôll Fly 

Awayò and ñAmazing Grace.ò 

And with the exception of a few new songs, ñThey all have something to do with periods 

of my life,ò Rogers said. ñItôs the best thing ever Iôve done.ò 

The album was released in March, is for sale at Cracker Barrel Old Country Store 

locations and will be released nationally after 1-1/2 to two years. 

ñFor 20 years, people were trying to get me to do this. Iôve always been worried about 

playing religious music to paid audiences. But this one had a real purpose to do it. It 

wasnôt done for commercial reasons,ò he said. 

The music is bringing back memories of his childhood growing up in Houston, hearing 

those songs on the radio as he left for school. Thatôs coming in handy as he writes his 

autobiography, which will be released next spring. 

ñIôm reliving some experiences, and theyôre kind of fun,ò he said. ñThe book will feature 

my childhood, how I became who I am and the strengths and weaknesses that made me 

make the decisions I did ï my mother, my father, the church we went to.ò 



Rogers also is releasing a book of photography about Americaôs beauty, and hopes to 

take some photos during his stop in Deadwood for a concert at 8 p.m. today at Deadwood 

Mountain Grand. 

ñThe Black Hills is one of the most beautiful areas in the country to photograph,ò he said. 

Rogers formed his first band while still in high school in 1956, a rockabilly group called 

The Scholars that performed on ñAmerican Bandstand.ò He played stand-up bass in a 

jazz group, and then joined a folk group, The New Christy Minstrels. While a member of 

The First Edition, the group recorded its first hit, ñI Just Dropped In (To See What 

Condition My Condition Was In).ò 

He found pop and country chart success with ñRuby, Donôt Take Your Love to Town,ò 

ñLucille,ò ñDaytime Friendsò and then ñThe Gambler,ò which became a TV movie 

starring Rogers and a miniseries franchise. 

This versatility has served him well: In all, his instantly identifiable raspy voice has 

recorded 24 No. 1 hits. Rogers has received hundreds of awards, including the Favorite 

Singer of All-Time in a 1986 poll. 

ñI think itôs added to my interest in my career,ò Rogers said of his ability to cross genres. 

ñYou can get bored in any job. But when you invest in anything new, you learn about it.ò 

One of his favorite pieces musically is ñTimepiece,ò a jazz album recorded with David 

Foster that features songs from the ô30s and ô40s. 

ñI was in jazz for 10 years,ò he said. ñThe music of that time had lots of insinuation with 

very little statement, and today itôs all statement with very little insinuation.ò 

At the same time, he loved the country music era. 

ñI think what helped me was that half of the songs are those that every man would like to 

say and every woman would like to hear,ò he said. 

Story songs made up the other half on his country albums. 

ñThe thing about a country music story is that it tells you where you are when it starts, 

takes you on a journey and leaves you with an emotion. When it itôs over, you feel 

something,ò he said. 

He aims for honesty in his music, and said that helps him connect with listeners. 

ñI think thereôs a truth in what I sing. If I feel it, I can make others feel it,ò he said. 

A song also has to be unique and special to become a hit. And timing is everything, he 

said. 



ñWhen I was in country, it was really, really country. Then I sang óThrough the Years,ô 

óLady,ô óShe Believes in Me.ô They were a little more pop, but they brought people who 

wouldnôt listen to country. The thing with country music, once you get in, you donôt 

leave, because itôs so honest. It tells the story of people, whether youôre in New York 

City or Alabama.ò 

For his concerts, Rogers sticks with his hits. 

ñI have about 20 hits that are big enough to do. So I string them together and talk 

between them,ò he said. 

He also shows video of his identical twin boys, who are now 7 years old. 

ñPray for me,ò he said. 

And, of course, he will sing ñThe Gambler.ò 

ñItôs not really about gambling,ò he said. ñItôs such a phenomenal concept of life and how 

to live your life ð know when to hold them and know when to fold them. Itôs 

multidimensional ð that what makes it special.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kenny Rogers opens 60th 

season at South Shore 

Music Circus 
 

By R. Scott Reedy, correspondent 

Jun 15, 2011 

 

Kenny Rogers will probably do some 

music from his latest CD, a gospel 

album titled ñThe Love of God,ò when 

he opens the season at Cohassetôs South 

Shore Music Circus on Friday, but the 

singer promises his set list will still be 

heavy with the hits that have made him a 

legend. 

 

ñRay Charles is, was, and always will be 

my all-time musical hero. I loved him 

very much. I saw him in concert years 

ago, however, and he didnôt do óGeorgia on My Mind.ô It made me very mad, because I 

felt I didnôt get my moneyôs worth,ò Rogers explained by telephone from his Atlanta 

home last week. ñEach song is like a weapon in your arsenal. I am very fortunate, 

because Iôve had something like 30 to 35 hits. You have to have tools in your toolbox to 

do your job. And those songs are my tools. Iôll put songs from a new album in my show, 

for sure, but I will always do my hits, too, because I know they are what people have 

come to hear.ò 

 

With more than 120 million records sold and 65 albums, Rogers ï and hits like ñI Just 

Dropped In,ò ñRuby, Donôt Take Your Love to Town,ò ñThe Gambler,ò ñYou Decorated 

My Life, ñLady,ò and, of course, ñLucilleò ï Rogers has been giving fans of several 

musical genres what they want for over 50 years. 

 

ñI started performing in high school. I learned very early on that the guys in the groups 

got all the girls and I wasnôt about to miss my chance. Iôve always been interested in all 

different kinds of music. At home, growing up, all I heard was Hank Williams and other 

great country singers. By high school, I was listening to doo wop. One of my own early 

musical experiences was as a vocalist and upright bass player in a jazz group called the 

Bobby Doyle Trio. It was in that group, singing and performing jazz, that I learned most 

of what I know about different vocal styles.ò 

 

The Houston-born Rogers wasted little time putting that knowledge to work for him. 

ñI sang and played double bass with the New Christy Minstrels, which was a folk group. 

Then I helped form the First Edition, and we had more of a pop/rock sound. When I went 

out on my own in 1976, I focused more on pop and country music.ò 

 



Perhaps because of his early group success, Rogers, 72, says he has always enjoyed 

working with other artists. And he has had considerable success, too, scoring several 

country hits with his old friend, the late Dottie West, and climbing the pop charts with 

Kim Carnes on ñDonôt Fall in Love With a Dreamer,ò Sheena Easton on ñWeôve Got 

Tonight,ò and Dolly Parton on ñIslands in the Stream.ò 

 

ñI think I am at my best when I do duets,ò says the three-time Grammy Award winner. 

ñThe secret is that you start with a great song first. Then, once you have the song, you 

think, óWho will I sing this well with?ô I started working on a new duets album about a 

year ago and Iôve got a couple of songs in the can, but it isnôt always easy to find just the 

right music. I have a concept album in mind, too, called óKiller Combinationsô in which I 

would record with people like my good friend Wyclef Jean and other people outside my 

genre.ò 

 

Rogers ï married five times and the father of five including twin six-year-old sons, Justin 

and Jordan, with his current wife, Wanda ï chose to record a mix of classic hymns and 

contemporary gospel for his current album, which dropped on March 7 and is available 

exclusively at Cracker Barrel Old Country Stores. Rogers, whose ñGreatest Hitsò album 

has sold more than 24 million copies worldwide to date, says his latest album is one he 

has wanted to do for some time now. 

 

ñThe new album is one I had been thinking about doing for years, but just never had the 

opportunity to bring to life. And what an amazing album this has turned out to be,ò he 

says. ñIt seems as those I have a personal relationship with every song on it. óIn the Sweet 

By and Byò was my momôs favorite song. When I was a kid, as I was leaving for school, 

I remember hearing her sing along with that song on the radio as she did her ironing. 

Music is by far the best creator of memories that I know, and that memory is very special 

to me.ò 



 

Cracker Barrel Announces  

Exclusive Kenny Rogers Wall Calendars  
  

 

 

Lebanon, TN (March 24
th

, 2011) - Kenny Rogers' newest release illustrates his artistic 

talent without making a sound. An accomplished photographer, Rogers took photos of 

churches while on tour in the United States and Europe and assembled them in a special 

18-month calendar. It is a fitting follow up to his recent release of his first-ever 

inspirational album, The Love of God, through the Cracker Barrel Old Country Store® 

exclusive music program. Both the CD and the calendar are available exclusively at all 

Cracker Barrel locations.  

 

The calendar is a first for Rogers, who is always looking for something creative to do. "I 

think I'm a person who loves to create beauty, so doing my own landscaping and doing 

my own interior decorating and creating music are all forms of beauty in just a different 

way. And that's what drives me - getting up in the morning and having something to do 

that's creative," said Rogers. "Until I started photographing churches, I never realized 

how many beautiful churches there are in this world. There are big churches and little 

churches, but they were all built quite simply for the love of God. That's very impressive 

to me," explained Rogers. 

 

 

http://top40-charts.com/artist.php?aid=5521


"Kenny Rogers' artistic talent shines through the photos on every page of this calendar," 

said Chris Ciavarra, Senior Vice President of Marketing for Cracker Barrel. "We're 

pleased to be able to share it with our guests alongside his inspirational CD The Love of 

God. Both are firsts for Kenny and for Cracker Barrel." 

 

The CD is Rogers' first authentic Gospel album featuring twelve new recordings of songs 

that have touched him musically and spiritually through the years. And it's the first time 

an artist has released a second album through the Cracker Barrel Old Country Store 

exclusive music program. 

 

Printed on glossy paper stock, the 12-inch square calendar opens to 12" x 24" with space 

to write appointments. The 2011-2012 calendar begins in July 2011 and is available 

exclusively at Cracker Barrel for $14.99. 

 

On March 7, 2011, Cracker Barrel released Kenny Rogers' The Love of God which 

debuted at #8 on the Billboard Top Country Albums chart, #2 on the Top Christian 

Albums chart and at #31 on the overall Billboard 200. In January 2011, Cracker Barrel 

released The Grascals & Friends - Country Classics With A Bluegrass Spin which 

debuted at #1 on Billboard magazine's Bluegrass Albums chart and at #26 on Billboard's 

Top Country Albums chart. In November of 2010, Cracker Barrel released Smokey 

Robinson's Now & Then which debuted at #19 on Billboard magazine's R&B chart and 

was nominated for an NAACP Image Award. September saw the release of the self-titled 

Rodney Atkins, which includes four #1 hits, and also the release of Mandy Barnett's 

Winter Wonderland, which offers up all the authentic sounds of holiday traditions. In 

July, the company released Craig Morgan's That's Why-Collector's Edition, and in May 

the release of Wynonna's Love Heals debuted at #7 on the Billboard Magazine Top 

Country Albums chart. February's release of Dailey & Vincent Sing the Statler Brothers 

debuted at #1 on Billboard's Top Bluegrass Albums chart, where it spent nine weeks in 

the top position and 18 weeks overall in one of the three top positions. One of its songs 

was nominated for a Grammy award(R). Over the last few years, Cracker Barrel has 

released exclusive CDs with Alan Jackson, the Zac Brown Band, George Jones, 

Montgomery Gentry, Dolly Parton, Bill Gaither, Ricky Skaggs, Aaron Tippin, Alison 

Krauss & Union Station, Josh Turner, Amy Grant, Kenny Rogers, Sara Evans, and 

Charlie Daniels. 

 

~ End ~ 
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KENNY ROGERSô FIRST-EVER INSPIRATIONAL A LBUM IS AVAILABLE 

EXCLUSIVELY AT  CRACKER BARREL  

 The Love of God features classic hymns and Gospel songs from one of musicôs 

legendary voices  

Lebanon, TN. ï (March 7, 2011) ï 

Kenny Rogersô historic music career 

celebrates a few more firsts when his 

new The Love of God CD debuts 

exclusively at all Cracker Barrel Old 

Country Store® locations today.  The 

CD is his first authentic Gospel album 

featuring twelve new recordings of 

songs that have touched him musically 

and spiritually through the years.  And 

itôs the first time an artist has released a 

second album through the Cracker 

Barrel Old Country Store® exclusive 

music program.   

A long list of artists lent their talents to this record.  ñThe trick to doing a good concept 

record is surrounding yourself with unique musicians, singers, and creative talent,ò said 

Rogers.  ñWhen you hear óIôll Fly Away,ô there is no question that The Whites are 

singing.  Anything they sing takes on their own special sound, and it feels perfect for this 

record.ò  Point of Grace, the trio credited with twenty-seven #1 hits on the Contemporary 

Christian Radio Charts, joined Rogers on his version of their song ñCircle of Friends.ò  

And if you listen closely to the background voices on ñIn The Sweet By And Byò youôll 

hear the unique harmonies of country duo Winfieldôs Locket.  

ñKenny Rogers has placed his unique stamp on this album with songs that are his 

personal favorites,ò said Chris Ciavarra, Senior Vice President of Marketing for Cracker 

Barrel. ñWith Kennyôs voice and the wonderful arrangements on this inspirational 

collection, we hope our guests will be touched by both the sounds and the images they 

evoke.ò 

 

 

 

 

 



Kenny Rogersô The Love of God is the latest in Cracker Barrelôs exclusive music 

program, which features numerous projects. In January of this year, Cracker Barrel 

released The Grascals & Friends - Country Classics With A Bluegrass Spin which 

debuted at #1 on Billboard magazineôs Bluegrass Albums chart and at #26 on Billboardôs 

Top Country Albums chart. In November of 2010, Cracker Barrel released Smokey 

Robinsonôs Now & Then which featured six of his current songs and live versions of six 

of his classics that were recorded that year. It debuted at #19 on Billboard magazineôs 

R&B chart and was nominated for an NAACP Image Award. September saw the release 

of the self-titled Rodney Atkins, which included four #1 hits, and also the release of 

Mandy Barnettôs Winter Wonderland , which offered up all the authentic sounds of the  

holiday traditions so many of us cherish. In July, the company released Craig Morganôs 

Thatôs Why-Collectorôs Edition, and in May the release of Wynonnaôs Love Heals 

debuted at #7 on the Billboard Magazine Top Country Albums chart. Februaryôs release 

of  Dailey & Vincent Sing the Statler Brothers debuted at #1 on Billboardôs Top 

Bluegrass Albums chart, where it spent nine weeks in the top position and 18 weeks 

overall in one of the three top positions since its release on February 1. One of the songs 

on this CD was nominated for a Grammy award®.  Over the last few years, Cracker 

Barrel has released exclusive CDs with Alan Jackson, Zac Brown Band, George Jones, 

Montgomery Gentry, Dolly Parton, Bill Gaither, Ricky Skaggs, Aaron Tippin, Alison 

Krauss & Union Station, Josh Turner, Amy Grant, Kenny Rogers, Sara Evans, and 

Charlie Daniels. 

 

Tracks on The Love of God CD: 

1.  Will The Circle Be Unbroken 

2.  Peace 

3.  Iôll Fly Away (featuring The Whites) 

4.  The Rock Of Your Love 

5.  In The Sweet By and By (featuring Winfieldôs Locket) 

6.  He Showed Me Love 

7.  Grace 

8.  What A Friend We Have In Jesus 

9.  Circle of Friends (featuring Point of Grace) 

10.  For The Love of God 

11.  Amazing Grace 

12.  Leaning On The Everlasting Arms 

Rogers will also celebrate an incomparable career of pop and country hits in Kenny 

Rogers: The First 50 Years, a special premiering Tuesday, March 8, 8:30 p.m./Eastern on 

Great American Country (GAC).  This multi-artist spectacular features performances 

from stars that Rogers has both befriended and inspired including Dolly Parton, Lionel 

Richie, Alison Krauss, Tim McGraw, Smokey Robinson, Darius Rucker, Billy 

Currington, Chris Isaak and many others. 

 

~ End ~ 



 

A CELEBRATION OF A LIVING LEGEND  

KENNY ROGERS: THE FIRST 50 YEARS TELEVISION SPECIAL  

 

Kenny Rogers To Share The Stage With Many Of His Favorite Friends Including: 

Dolly Parton, Lionel Richie, Smokey Robinson, Alison Krauss, Wynonna, The Oak Ridge 

Boys And Countless Others 

 

Nashville, TN (February 4
th

, 2010) ï A beloved, universally known icon of American 

entertainment ï Kenny Rogers ï will be the focus of the upcoming television special 

Kenny Rogers: The First 50 Years. It is without question that the upcoming event is far 

more than just a music special, Kenny Rogers: The First 50 Years, will be as star studded 

as any award show. It will be a rollicking celebration , filled with music and comedy 

from some of the biggest stars in the entertainment world performing, appearing and 

sharing stories about Kenny Rogers and his music. 

 

Dolly Parton, Lionel Richie, Alison Krauss, Wynonna, Smokey Robinson, Sheena 

Easton, Chris Isaak, Billy Currington, Darius Rucker, Tim McGraw, The Oak Ridge 

Boys, Billy Dean, Linda Davis, and the original members of The First Edition,  are just 

some of the names to appear on the show. The array of artists will be part of the 

performance, and a few will host different segments of the show traveling through 

Kennyôs six decades of hits.  

 

 ñWhen this was first proposed to me as a 50-year celebration, something about that 

sounded final, and I didnôt want that, so I suggested we call it óThe First 50 Years,ôò 

Rogers said. ñI will tell you this, the first 50 years TV show is gonna be awesome ï the 

next 50 years TV show is gonna be a bitch.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kenny is one of a handful of artists to sell over 125 million albums. He also holds the 

very rare distinction of having a hit single in each of the last six decades. His television 

movie ñThe Gamblerò is one of the highest rated TV movies of all time. His duet with 

Dolly Parton, ñIslands In The Stream,ò is the #1-selling duet of all time. His extensive 

history of success also includes 20 platinum, 27 gold records and a Diamond-certified 

Greatest Hits album that has sold more than 24 million copies worldwide. He has won 

three Grammy Awards, five Country Music Association Awards, 18 American Music 

Awards, eight Academy of Country Music Awards and 11 Peopleôs Choice Awards. He 

has recorded 65 albums and is ranked #8 on the R.I.A.A.ôs list of Top Selling Male 

Artists of all time.  

 

With his unique storytelling ability and soulful voice, Kenny has continued his amazing 

run into the 21st century with a critically acclaimed album (Water and Bridges) and a 

recent gold certification (21 Number Ones). Whether itôs his classic or current hits, or his 

recent appearance on ñAmerican Idol,ò his relevance in the world of music and pop 

culture has never been stronger. 

 

Kenny Rogers is the singer, the photographer, the producer, the actor, the songwriter, and 

of courseé the Gambler.  

 

For all of the latest news, please visit Kenny Rogersô official website: 

www.kennyrogers.com. 

 

~ End ~ 

http://www.kennyrogers.com/


 

 

WENDY WILLIAMS HELPS KENNY ROGERS CELEBRATE 

HIS FIRST 50 YEARS IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS 
 

Kenny Rogers, Dolly Parton, and Lionel Richie to be featured on 

Wendy Williams Show  

New York, NY (May 14
th

, 2010) ï The nationally syndicated Wendy Williams Show 

comes exclusively behind the scenes during the taping of Kenny Rogers: The First 50 

Years TV special.  Wendy catches up with Dolly Parton, Lionel Richie, and the one and 

only Kenny Rogers.  In addition to the featured guests, Wendy caught up with The Oak 

Ridge Boys, Sheena Easton, Smokey Robinson, Chris Isaak, among others.  Footage of 

those moments will also be incorporated into Wendyôs 3-days of Kenny Rogers: The 

First 50 Years coverage. 

 

ABOUT WENDY WILLIAMS:  
Wendy Williams, one of radioôs most popular personalities, is expanding her already 

impressive empire to the world of television, with the launch of The Wendy Williams 

Show in national syndication on July 13, 2009, after a successful six-week preview in the 

summer of 2008. A mother and wife with a tremendously successful career as an author 

and radio host, Williams first made a name for herself by using her ñbig mouthò on the 

radio where she spent more than 20 years, 16 of them spent on the air in New York City, 

winning over legions of fans. 

 

Her previous television work included a VH1 series entitled Wendy Williams is on Fire. 

In addition to many industry honors, Williams received the Thurgood Marshall Prestige 

Award in 2008. The accolade honors individuals who embody the leadership, 

commitment and legacy for the late Justice Thurgood Marshall. Williams grew up in 

Ocean Township, New Jersey and currently lives in Northern New Jersey with her 

husband Kevin Hunter and their 9-year-old son, Kevin, Jr. Williams attended 

Northeastern University in Boston, MA, earning a Bachelorôs Degree in communications 

with a minor in journalism. 

~ End ~ 



 



 


